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REPORTS ANALYSIS R E F E W  

TO 

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL 

ANALYST: Edward D. Ryan 

Association of Trial Lawyers of America 

Dan Cohen, Treasurer 

Carmen Belefonte, Treasurer 

Matthew D. Smyth, Treasurer 

1050 31st StreetNW 
Washington, DC 20007 

Political Action C o d t t e e  (COO02452 1) 

(September 4,1997 to Present) 

(August 11,1996 to September 3,1997) 

(January 3,1995 to August 10,1996) 

RELEVANT STATUTE: 2 U.§.C. §441a(a)(2)(c) 
11 CFR $1 IO.J(b)(J)(i)and (ii) 

BACKGROUND: 

Conbibstions to State and County Party Committees in Excess ofthe Limitations 

The 1995 October Monthly Report filed by the Association of Trial 
Lawyers of America Political Action Committee (“the Committee”) disclosed 
contributions to the federal accounts of the Texas Democratic Party (C00099267) 
and 21st Century Political Action Committee (C00274001)’ of $5,000 each on 
September 30,1996 (Attachment 2). 

The 1996 12 Day Pre-General Report disclosed contributions to the federal 
accounts of Bexar County Damocraiic Party (C00270868), Dallas County 
Democratic Party (C0024!3864), Galveston County Democratic Party 

I T h i s  is the name of record for th8 Federal Account of the Tarrant County Democratic Party. 
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(C00274019), Harris County Democratic Party (COO161067), Jefferson County 
Democratic Party (C00253880) and Travis County Democratic Party (C00257519) 
of $5,000 per committee on October 1, 1996, bringing the total of apparent 
excessive contributions to the Texas State and County Democratic Party 
committees to $35,000 (Attachment 3). 

On May 21, 1997, Requests for Addi 
sent to the Committee for the 1996 Qctobe 
Reports. The RFAIs notified the Comrnitte 
committee faom making contributions to 
affiliates in excess of $5,000 per calendar year. 
that if the contributions were incompletely or incorrectly disclosed, amendments to 
the original reports should be submitted with clarifiing information. In addition, 
the Committee was advised that if these were excessive contributions, it should 
notify the recipients and request refunds of the amount in excess of $5,000. The 
Committee also was to inform the Commission of its corrective action 
immediately in writing and provide a photocopy of the refund request sent to the 
recipient committees (Attachment 4). 

On June 5, 1997 the Committee responded to the RFAIs in a letter from 
Heather Tureen (FKA Heather Weaver), Assistant Treasurer and Director of the 
Committee. Ms. Tureen stated that the Committee’s understanding of 11 CFR 
8 1 10.3(b) required local party committees to share the same contribution limit with 
their state party committee, unless they demonstrate their independence. She went 
on to state that it was its understanding that the Texas County Democratic Party 
committees had demonstrated their independence from the Texas State Democratic 
Party and were therefore subject to separate contribution limits. According to Ms. 
Tureen, prior to making the contributions, it was represented to them that the 
County Party committees were independently mn, controlled, and financed. She 
said if the County Party committees were in fact affiliated, the Committee would 
promptly take any and all necessary remedial action (Attachment 5). 

On June 12, 1997 a Second Notice was sent to the Committee for not 
providing all requested information.’ The Notice advised the Committee that local 
party committees within a state and the state party committee are presumed to be 
asliated with each other and share one contribution limit as one political 
committee. If a local party committee wished to be considered independent of the 
state party committee it must meet certain standards under 11 CFR $1 1OS3(b)(3)(i) 

The Notice incorrectly referred to the October Quarterly rather than October Monthly Report. 2 
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and (ii) and submit an Advisory Opinion Request to the Commission. The 
Committee was further advised that the recipient committees should be notified 
and refunds requested of the amounts in excess of $5,000 (Attachment 6). 

In a letter dated June 23,1997 Ms. Tureen responded to the Second Notice 
by summarizing its position concemiiig tlie contributions made to the Texas State 
and County Party committees. Ms. Tureen said that upon receipt of the Notice, 
letters were sent to the local County Party committees requesting refunds of %e 
Committee’s contributions (copies of the letters were attached to its response). 
Ms. Tureen said that once the Committee receives refunds from the County Party 
committees, it would submit amendments for the 1996 October Monthly and 12 
Day Pre-General Reports reflecting these refunds (Attachment 7). 

On July 1, 1997 the Reports Analysis Division (“W) analyst called Ms. 
Tureen to advise her that any refunds received should be included in the report 
covering the period in which they are received and not on amendments to the 
original reports (Attachment 8). 

In a letter dated July 1, 1997 Ms. Tureen amended her June 23, 1997 letter 
by stating the Committee will disclose any refunds from the local county party 
committees on the report covering the period that they are received (Attachment 
9). 

As of the date of this referral, the Committee has not disclosed the receipt 
of any refunds from any of the Texas Democratic State and County Party 
committees. 
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-For fUtm reporting, please be advised)that only contiibuckm to f & d  
candidates and political conunittees slyu1.d be itmized on a separate 
Schedule B supporting Line 23 of the Detailed Summary Page. Contribu- 
tions to non-fkderal candidates and &@- should be itemizes 011 
S&&k B supporting Line 29. 

A written response or an 
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Junes, 1997 

MrUlr. Edward Ryan 
Senior Analyst 
Federal Election Commission 
.999ESoaeep, N.W. . - - -  _ I  . .  . 
Washington, D.C. 20463 

Identification Number: CW4521 

- - 

Reference: October Monthly Report (9/1/96-9/30/96) 
Amended 12 Day Pre-General (1Q/1/96-10/16/¶6) dated 11/25/96 

Dear E& 

I write in response to your lettars of May 21. 1997 in which you notified ATLA PAC that it 
aQPeared to e x d  the limits of 2 U.S.C. &Mla(a) by maliag contributions eo a political oomittee 
and its affiliates in axcess of $5,W for a calendar  yea^. As S ~ W U  in our FEC repom, ATLA PAC 
made $5.W contributions to the Texas State Demoeraeic Party and the following other political 
committees in the state of Texas: the Tarrant County Democratic Party, the Bexar county 
Democratic Party, the Dallas County Democratic Party, the Gavelston County Qemocratic Party, the 
Harris County Democratic B a y ,  and the Jefferson County Democratic Party. 

We understand that under 11 C.F.X. 5110.3@) local party commitam share the same wntrlbutkm 
limits as their state party committee, unless they can demonstrate their independence. It was and 
continues to be our understanding that the Texas party c0mnaittC)es listed above have demommted 
their independence hiom thz Texas State Democratic Paty ilnd ape therefort subject D separate 
contribution limits. Prior to its contributions to Le state party cornittee and the local party 
committees, it was represented to A 2 A  PAC that these 1~d committees were independently NU, 
controlled. and financad. If the local party committees are in fact affiliated party committees, please 
inform us immediately and we will promptly edse any and all necessary remedial actior. 

Please do not hesitate to Contact me to discuss this matter. As always, thank you for your patience'. 
and assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Weather Weaver 
Coordinator, ATLA PAC 

1050 31s Strcet, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20007-4499 

D 

T2.k 202.965.3500 Fax: 202.338.8709 
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMlSSlON RQ-3 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20463 

Ywe 12,1997 

Cam& Belefonte, Treasures 
Association of Trid Lawyers of America 
Poliicd Action Committee 
1050 31st street, NW 
Fbashington, DC 20007 

Identification Number: COO02452 1 

Reference: October Quarterly (9/1/96-9B0/96) and Amended 12 Day Pre-Genemj 
(10/1/96-1O/16/96 dated 11/25/86) Reports 

Dear Ms. Belefonte: 

On May 21,1997 you were notified that a review of the above-refaced eepott(s) 
raised questions as to specific contributions a d o r  expenditures, and the reporting of 
certain information required by the Federal Election Campaign Act. 

You June 5, 1997 response is incomplete because you have not provided all the 
For this R S ~ Q ~ S ~  to be cons idd  adequate, the following requested information. 

information is still required. 

-Schedule B of your report discloses contxibutions which appear to exceed 
the limits set forth in the Act (copies attached). Your resporisc: states that the 
following locd party c o d t t e e s  are: independently run, controlled and 
finaneed, and are, therefope, separate fisrn the Textu State Democratic 
Party: Tarrant County Democdc Party, Bexar County Democratic Party, 
Dallas County Democratic Party, Galveston County Democratic Party, 
Harris County Democratic Party, Jefferson County Democratic Party md 
Travis County k o c m t i c  P-. You therefore feel it was proper ta make a 
$5000 contribution to each. Please note that local party committees within a 
state are presumedl to be affiliated with the state pw6y committee md 
therefore considered affiliated with each ~thet, thus sharing the contribution 
limit for one poliQlcarl, conemittee. A local party coratrmittee may be 
considered independent of the sbk party committee if it can meet ca t ah  
standards. See 11. CFR 110.3foj(3)(i) and (ii). If these local paty 
comminees feel they ace not affiliated, hey should submit m Advisory 
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Opinion Request to the Commission. To correct the excessive contributions 
made by yow committee, you should notify the recipient commiaee(s) and 
request a refund of the mount(s) in excess of$5000. 

If this information is not received by the Commission within fifteen (1 5) days from 
the date of this notice, the Commission may choose to initiate audit OP legal enforcement 
action. 

If you should have any questions related to this matter, please contact Edward 
Ryan on om toll-!lee number (8009 424-9530 (M our local number (202) 219-3580. 

Sincmly, 

v JohnD. Gibson 
Assistant SMDieectoe 
Reports Analysis Division 
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Chairman RODERT HABUSH, Wf HOWARD T~WGGS. NC 
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of 
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PAMEIA ANAGNOS L~APAKIS, NY 
BRUCE McMm, AR 

PAC Ccmrciinator 
WALTER c a s r r . L i n ,  MA JMFS Mmv, PA HIIA'IHERWMVER 

of ArbmUCA 

ROXANNE Rmm~ C o r n ,  1A NiARKMANDELL,RI 

ELOYICH, NY Jom POIYERS, NY 
JAM= ERISMAN, DE R O B m  !&ANDUG, F-U 4 

October Quarterly (9/1/949/3Q/96) and Amended 12 Day Pre-Gend 
(10/1196-10116/~6 dated 11/25/96) Reparts 

r'l- a: 
* 

., *' 
r' 5 1 write to resoond to correswndence I received from John D. Gibson of vow ot5ice. dated June 12.1995 .. 
'*~soncemhg mntributkns ATLA PAC made to the Tmo State Democratic P a y  h d  the following l d  county partb~: 
trl(l) _. Tarrant County Demoeratic Party; (2) Bexm County Democratic Party; (3) Dallas County Democratic Party; (4) 
i' 3 Galveston County Democratic Party; (5) Harris County Democradc Party; (6) Jefferson County hmocratic Party; and 

As I wroee to you previously, prior to mkmg the contributions in question, ATLA PAC believed in good faM 
that the local Tmas party committees listed above had demonstrated their independence from the Texas State DmOcpaik 
Party and were therefore subject to separate contributions limia. Y also noted that ATLA PAC WBS Willing 80 take any 
and dl neceSSary remedial action if the FEC determined that the I d  party committees were in fact fl%aPed with the 
stale party committee or each other. The letter from Mr. Gibson indicates that local party committees are presumed to k 
id%li&ed with their state party counterparts and suggests that the local party committees submit an Advisory Opinion 
Request to the Commission to establish their independence. It concludes by advising ATLA PAC to come& ks alleged 
excessive contributions by requating refunds from the recipient local party committees. 

Upon receipt of Mr. Gibson's letter. ATLA PAC acted promptly to take the appropriate remedial action 
indicated. Once ATLA PAC receives refunds from the recipient local party commit(ees, we will submit amendrnem for 
the October Quarterly report and the amended 12 Day Pre-General Report reflecting these refunds. I have attached 
copies of letters A'PLA PAC sent to the local party committee recipients requesting refunds of ATLA PAC's 
contributions. I hope that these corrective actions resolve this matter. 

1 "(7) Travis County Democratic Party. 
I 

1 

As always, I appreciate your assistance and cooperation. Please do not hesitate to contact me with additional 
qUestMN or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Heather Weaver 
Coordinator, ATLA PAC 

Attachments 

1050 31st Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20007-4499 Tel: 202.965.3500 Fax: 202.338.8709 

~ 
~ ~~ ~ 



Gilbert Adam, Treasurer 
Jefferson County Democratic Party 

1 =_ 
r ”. 1855Calda 
q-! Beaumont, TX 77701 

$3 Deaa Mr. Adam: 

I .  
I ti . -_ 

u3 
On behalf of the Association of Trial Lawyers of America (“ ATLA PAC”), I write to request a r e 6 d  (sf 

ATLA PAC’s S5,ooO mntribution made on October 1, 1996. 

In correspondence to ATLA PAC. the Federal Election Commission (“FEC” or “Commission”) questioned 
whether the Jefferson County Democratic pivtr committee is affiiated with the Texas State Dmocratic Pany. 
ATLA PAC responded that It in good faith believed that your committee was an independent comittt%, unaffiliated 
with the state paty or any other county party. The PEC answered that there is a presumption that local party 
committees are aftiliated with their state party counterparts and recommended that your committee submit m 
Advisory Opinion Request to the Commission to establish its independence. Accordingly. the PEC informed ATLA 
PAC that its wutributions to your wmminee and the sfate party were presmed to be excessive contributions and 
instructed ATLA PAC to seek refunds. 

At the time ATLA PAC made its contributions, it received, and had no reason to question, assuranca that 
your committee was independent from the state party committee. Howsver, due to the FEC’s inquiry, ATLA PAC 
believes that its only prudent course of action at this time is to request B refund. 

We appreciate your cooperation and we hope to resolve this matper as expeditiously as possible. Please do 
not hesitate to contact our counsel, Roger Ballentine, at 20241375666 with my questions. 

Sincereiv, 

Heather Weaver 
Coordinator. AaZA PAC 

Td: 202.965.3500 Fax: 202.338.8709 
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Myrtle Ross, Treasurer 
Harris County Democratic Party 
811 Westheimer 
WOUStOR, 77005 

Attachment 7 
age 3 of 8 

Dear Ms. Ross: 

On behalf of the Association of Trial Lawyers of America ("ATLA PAC'). I wke to 

In correspondence to ATLA PAC, the Federal Election Commission ("FEC" or "Cornmiss 
whether the Harris County Democratic Party committee is affiliated with the Texas State Democra 
PAC responded that it in good faith believed that your committee was an independent committee, um 
the s%ate party or any other county party. The FEC answered that then: is a presumption that local party commitam 
are filiated with their state party counterparts and recommendedl that your committee submit an Advisory Opinion 
Request to the Commission to establish its independence. Accordingty, the E C  infomd ATLA PAC hap io 
contributions to your committee and the state party were presumed to be exmsive contributions and ihpvucted 
ATLA PAC to seek refunds. 

ATLA PACk $S.ooS contribution made on October 1, 1996. 

At the time ATLA FAC made its C Q ~ I @ ~ ~ U ~ ~ O I S ,  It recebed, and bad no reason to question, 89BurBpIces hat 
your committee was independent from the state party commlttce. However, due to the FEC's inquiry, ATLA PAC 
believes that its only prudent course of action at this time is to request a refund. 

nor hesitate to contact our munsel, Roger Ballentine, at 202457-56645 with any quespion~. 
We appreciate your cooperation and we hope to resolve this maser as expeditiously as possible. Please do 

z2242tw 
Heather Weaver 
Coordinator, ATLA PAC 
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Mary Ellen B r e w ,  Treasurer 
Galveston County Democratic Party 
912 Oak Vista Court 
Friendswood. TX 77548 

Dear Ms. Brennan: 
P 

On behalf of the Association of Trial Lawyers of America ("ATLA PAC"). I write to request a r& of 
ATLA PAC's $5.00 contribution made on October 1, 1996. 

In correspondence to ATLA PAC, the Federal Election Commission (''ETCY or "Commission") questioned 
whether the Galveston County Democratic Party committee is affiliated with the Texas State Democratic Party. 
ATLA PAC responded that it in good faith believed that your committee wae an independent committee, d i l i a t e d  
with the state party or any other county party. The FEC answered that there is a presumption that local party 
committees are affiliated with theif state party counterparts and recommended a h t  your committee submit an 
Advisory Opinion Request to the Commission to estabkh its independence. Accordingly, the F€C informed ATLA 
PAC that its contributions to your committee and the sme party were presumed to be excessive contributions and 
instructed ATLA PAC to seek refunds. 

At the time ATLA PAC made its contributions, it received, and had no reason to question, a s s u m m  thst 
your committee was independent from the state party committee. However, due to the FEC's inquiry, ATLA PAC 
believes that its only prudent course of action at this time is to request a refund. 

We appreciate your cooperation and we hope to resolve this matter as expeditiously as possible. Please do 
net hesitate to contact our counsel, Roger Ballentine, at 202-457-5666 with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

flz 
Heather Weaver 
Coordinator, ArZA PAC 



An Render, Treasurer 

719 North Beach Street 
Fort Worth. TX 761 I 1  

2 ;  Taprant County Democratic Party 

lij 
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June 18, 1W7 

L 

. Dear Mr. Render: IJ 

a i  i i? 

On behalf of the Association of Trial Lawyers of America ("ATLA PAC"). I write to request a r e h d  of 

In correspondence to ATLA PAC, the Fdd Election Commission ("FEC" or "Cornision") questStioned 
whetRer the Tarrant County Democratic Party committee is affiliated with the Texm State Democratic Party. ATLA 
PAC responded that it in good faith believed that your cornmitree was an independent cam~ittee, lamffifiliated with 
&e state party 01- any Other county party. The FEC answered that there is a presumption that local party cornmines 
are affiliated with their state parQ counterparts and recommended that YOUP committee submit an Advisory Opinbn 
Request to the Commission to establish its independence. Accordingly, the FEC infomd A'PZA PAC that its 
contributions PO your mminee and the state party were presumed to be excessive mntributions and instructed 
ATEA PAC to seek refunds. 

? < '  
3 ;r; i.' 

ATLA PAC's $5.000 contribution made on September 30, 1996. . .  
il 

* i; 

f3  
'-? 

1'3 

:t 

At ?he time ATLA PAC made ips contributions, it received. and had no r F o n  to question, a%sumCes 
your committee was independent from the state party committee. However, due to the FEC's inquiry, ATLA PAC 
believes that ips only prudent course of action at this time is to request a refund. 

We appreciate your cooperation and we hope to resolve this matter as expeditiously as possible. Please do 
not hesitate to contact our counsel, Roger Bdlentine, at 282-457-5666 with any querrtions. 

Sincerely, 

6&LksvJ 
Heather Weaver 
Coordinator. ATLA PAC 

1OSQ 31% Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20007-&99 Tek 202.965.3500 Ea..: 202.338.8709 

I ~_.__ 
__ ~~~~ 
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Lisa Payne, County Chair 
Dalias County Democratic Party 
6440 N. Central Expressway, Xr416, LB18 
Dallas, TX 75206 

Dear Ms. Payne: 

On behalf of the Association of Trial Lawyers of America ('ATLA PAC"), I write to request P 
ATLA PAC's $S,OOO contribution made on October I, 1996. 

In correspondence to A'IZA PAC, the Federal Election Commission ("FEC" or "Cornmissbra") quuestbntxl 
whether the Dallas County Democratic Party committee is affiliated with the Texas State Democratic Party. AgkA 
PAC responded that it in gwd faith believed that your conamittee was an independent committee, unaffiliated with 
the $sate party or any other county party. The FEC answered that there is a presumption that local pm comrnjinees 
are afiliated with their state party countergart% and recommeoded that your colpun&ee submit an Advisory Opinion 
Request to the Commission to establish its independence. Accordingly. the FEC informed Armh PAC that its 
contributions to p u r  committee and the state party were presumedl to be excessive convibutions and instructed 
ATJA PAC to seek refunds. 

.At the time ATLA PAC made its contributions, it received. and had no r m n  to question, assuranw that 
your committee was independent from the state party mmittse. However, due to the FEC's inquiry, ATLA PAC 
believes that its only prudent course of action I this time is m pepusst a refund. 

not hesitate to contact our counsel, Roger Ballentine, at 202457-5666 with any questions. 
We appreciate your cooperation and we hope to resolve this manes as expeditiously as possible. Please do 

Sincerelv. 

Heather Weaver 
Coordinator, ATLA PAC 

1050 31st Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. 2007-.4499 Tel 202.965.3500 Fax: 202.338.8709 
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Bexar County Democratic Pany 
517 N. 1Flor.s Street 
Sari Antonio, TX 78205 

AITEMTIOM: Treasurer . - .  

Dear Sir I Madam: e5 - 
On behalf of the Association of Trial Lawyers of America ("ATLA PAC"), I write to request a r e W  of 

ATLA FAC's $5,000 sontribution made on October 1, 1996. 

En correspondence to ATLA PAC, the Federal U d o n  Commission ("FEC" or "~ommbha") q u d ~ n e d  
whether the Bexar County D e m m i c  Party committee is atEliatcad with the Texas State Democratic Party. ATLA 
PAC responded that it in good faith believed that your conunittee was an independent cemfttee. umfiliatesf with 
the state party or any other county party, The FEC mwercsd lkat there is a presumption that I O C ~  party comi¶tm 
are affiliated with their state party counterparts and recommended that your comitaee submit an Advhao~pr Opinion 
Request to the Commission to establish its independence. Accordingly, the FEC informed ATLA PAC thSr its 
contributions to your cornittee and the state party werepsumed to be excessive contributiom and instpUcted 
ATLA PAC to seek refunds. 

At the time ATLA PAC made its contributions, it received, and had no reason to question, assuranca that 
yoev cornittee was independent from the state party committee. MQWWW, due to the.FEC's inquiry, ATLA PAC 
believes that its only prudent muse of action at this time is to request a refund. 

mt haitate to c~ntact our widl, Roger Ballentine, at 202457-5656 with any quations. 
We appreciate your cooperation and we hope to resolve this m e r  as expeditiously as possible. Please do 

Coordinator, ATLA PAC 

1050 31sr Strcct, N.W. Washington. D.C. 20007-4499 TC~: 202.965.3500 F ~ X :  202,338,8709 

--_ ~~ - 



Travis C~u~itgr Democratic Party 
505 West Lynn 
Austin, TX 78703 

D w  Sir I Madam: 

On behalf of the Association d Trial Lawyers of America (“ATLA PAC”). I write to request a refund of 
ATLA PAC’s $5.080 contribution made on October 1, 1%. 

In correspondence to ATLA PAC. the Federal Election Commission (“FEC“ or “Commission“) qusstiond 
whether the Travis County Democratic Party committee is affllinted with &e Texas State Deemocratic Party. ATLa 
PAC responded that it in good faith believed ahat your cammitt& was an indejmdent cornittee, unilffilla(ed with 
the state party or any other county party. The FEC answered &at there is a presumption that l o a  paity committees 
are aff~iatted with their state party counterparts and recommended that your ccsmmittee submit an Advisory QiIIi05 
Request to &e Commission to establish its independence. Accordingly, the FEC informed ATLA PAC thst its 
contributions to your committee and the state party were presumed to be excessive contributions and instruct& 
ATLA PAC to seek refunds. 

At the time ATtA PAC made its contributions, it reteived. and had IU) reason Us question, as~rranrn rhat 
your committee WBS independent from the state party committee. Mowwer, due to the FEC’s O~sp~ipy, A a A  PAC 
believes &at its only prudent C O M ~ S ~  of action at tRis time is to request a reknd. 

not hesttats b contact our counsel, Roger Ballentine, at 21B2-457-5666 with any questions. 
we appreehte your cooperation and we hope to resolve this miittm as expeditiously as poossib~c. %as@ tb 

Sincerely. 

Heatha Weaver 
Ccordinator. ATLA PAC 

1050 31st Sucrt. N.W. Washington, D.C. 20007-4459 Trl: 202.965.3500 Fax: 202.338.8709 

~- ~ 

-__I_ 
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ANALYST: Edward D. Ryan 

CONVERSATION WITH: Heather (Weaver) Tureen, Coordinator, 

ATLA PAC 

COMHITTEE: Association of Trial Lawyers o f  America Political 

Action Committee - C0002452f 
DATE: July 1, 1997 

SUBJTsCTS(S): Reporting refunds on the report covering the 

period they are received. 

1 placed a telephone call to Ma. Heather (Weaver) 

Tureen, Coordinator of the Aesocfation of Triad Lawyere of 

America Political Action Committee ("the Committee"), 

after she had responded to an Inadequate Reeponae (IR) 

Notice dated June 12, 1997. In that response, dated June 

23, 1997, she had summarized the Cornittee's position 

concerning contributions made to the Texas State and Local 

County Democratic Party committees and stated that once they 

received the IR notice they took prompt "appropriate 

remedial action". That action consisted of sending letters 

to the local party committee recipients requesting refunds 

of the Cornittee's contributions. Is. Tureen eaid that once 

they received the refunds they would submit amendments for 

the October Quarterly and 12 Day Pre-General Reports 

reflecting the refunds. 
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I advised Ms.Tureen, that when they receive the 

refunds from these committees they should include them on 

the report covering the period when they are received, not 

on amendments to the original reports- 

back in time to include this activity, but to go forward 

based on when they receive the refunds. 

said she would mend her respsnse accordingly. 

I told her not to go 

She understood and 
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July 1.1997 

Mt. Edward Ryan, Senior Analyst 
Reports Analysis Division 
Federal EIz4ion Commission 
999 "E" street. N.W. ~ -+ . - .  .- 

[ $=j 

pi 
I El Washington. D.C. 20463 

j 
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. .. 
Caoo2452 1 
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M Refaence: Correspondence to the FEC dated &23/97 
1 

d .  
Dear Ed: 

Per our conversation eaiier today, 1 am amending my Mer to you dated 6/23/97 regarding refunds 
of alleged excessive contributions made to the tbllowing Texas local county parties: (I) Tatrant 
County Democratic Party; (2) Bexar County Qemmt ic  Party; (39 Dallas County D m o d c  Party; 
(4) Galveston County Democratic Party; (5) Harris County Democratic Party; (6) Jefferson &unty 
Democratic Party; and (7) Travis County Demoeratie Party. 

In the second to last paragraph of my June 23rd letter (copy m c k d ] .  I mistakenly wrote that 
ATLA PAC will submit amendments for the October Quarterly report and the mended 12 Day Pre- 
General report reflecting refunds from the local county party recipients. Rather, ATLA PAC will 
dsclose any refunds (hm the local county party recipients mentioned above) on Schedule A 
supporting Line 16 of the report covering the period during which they are received. I hope that this 
clarifies ATLA PAC's intended course O f  corrective action in this matter. 

As always, I appreciate your assistance and patience. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any 
additional qixstions or concerns. 

Sinceeel y. 

ij_ 

f:1 

i_ 

r * -  

- 

I 

- 

d d  
Heathex (Weaver) Tureen 
Coordinator. ATLA PAC 

AttacRltlfBlt 

1050 315tSucrt, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20007-4499 Tcl: 202.9653500 Fax: 202.338.8709 


